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Source: The Citizen
COURT DISMISSES APPEAL AGAINST DEATH SENTENCE
The Court of Appeal has dismissed an appeal filed by carpenter Mr. Alex Julius,

thereby upholding the death sentence imposed after his conviction for murdering his
lover, Ms. Kudura Hamis. On April 10, 2026, a three-judge bench comprising Justices
Lugano Mwandambo, Abraham Mwampashi, and Lameck Mlacha held that the
prosecution had proved the case beyond a reasonable doubt through strong and
consistent circumstantial evidence. Reading the judgment, Justice Mwampashi said the
court found no legal errors in the High Court’s decision after reviewing all grounds
of appeal and the evidence presented.

The court further noted that unchallenged medical evidence established that the
deceased died an unnatural death caused by strangulation and upheld the application
of the “last seen with the deceased” doctrine, observing that the appellant failed to
give a satisfactory account of the victim’s final moments. Judges concluded that the
circumstantial evidence formed a complete and unbroken chain, pointing exclusively
to the appellant. Mr. Julius had been convicted by the High Court under Section 196
of the Penal Code [Cap 16 R.E 2019] after the prosecution, relying on eight witnesses
and two exhibits, alleged that he killed Ms. Kudura, a bar attendant, last seen alive on
September |5, 2020, in his company, as he routinely picked her up from work.

TANZANIA AND KENYA SEEK TO BOLSTER TRADE, REGIONAL
COOPERATION

Tanzania and Kenya are taking steps to strengthen their bilateral relationship,
signaling a renewed commitment to regional cooperation that is expected to enhance
trade, attract investment, and support economic growth in both countries. By
working together, the two nations aim to create greater opportunities for businesses
and improve livelihoods across East Africa. Officials from both sides reaffirmed their
dedication to deepening diplomatic and economic ties during high-level consultations
between their Ministries of Foreign Affairs, with discussions centered on unlocking
new trade opportunities, accelerating regional development, and translating long-
standing agreements into measurable outcomes.

Tanzania’s Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation,
Mr. Samwel Shelukindo, emphasized the resilience of the partnership, noting that it
is anchored in mutual interests and supported by institutional frameworks such as
the Joint Cooperation Commission (JCC) and the Joint Trade Committees (JTC).
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Source: The Guardian

GOVERNMENT STUDIES PROPOSALS FOR FUEL LEVY WAIVER,
SUBSIDIES

The government has stated that it will not be pressured into making hasty fiscal

decisions that could destabilize the economy as it conducts a comprehensive
assessment on how best to mitigate rising fuel costs. Prime Minister Hon. Dr.
Mwigulu Nchemba made the remarks while addressing residents of Chamwino,
emphasizing that the government is prioritizing a strategic and measured approach
to ensure that any intervention does not create friction between service providers
and the public.

He cautioned that although various proposals have been submitted by stakeholders
and political groups, including calls to cut taxes or remove levies, acting without
thorough evaluation could deepen the crisis or benefit a small group of profiteers.
Dr. Nchemba stressed that the current economic environment requires professional
scrutiny rather than panic, drawing parallels with how Tanzania navigated the
COVID-19 pandemic and foreign exchange shortages through carefully calibrated
responses. He added that the government is holding daily meetings with key sector
stakeholders to ensure fuel availability and prevent artificial shortages, while warning
that some advice from critics may be driven by hidden agendas or specific business
interests.

Source: Daily News
DIGITAL SYSTEM TO BOOST PROCUREMENT TRANSPARENCY
The Public Procurement Appeals Authority (PPAA) has announced that a new digital

module is being introduced under the National e-Procurement System of Tanzania
(NeST). The system will significantly enhance accountability, transparency, and
efficiency within the national supply chain. Speaking at the launch of the National
Supply Chain Management Policy 2025 in Dodoma, PPAA Executive Secretary, Mr.
James Sando, said the module will link suppliers with procuring entities, improving
the management and resolution of procurement-related disputes.

He noted that, as a key oversight body in public procurement, the PPAA will benefit
from the system’s ability to enable fair and timely decisions, ensuring government
projects are implemented as planned. Mr. Sando added that the new module will
reduce operational costs, save time, and strengthen record management, particularly
in handling appeals related to public tenders. He emphasized that PPAA has long
played a vital role in shaping procurement policies, laws, and regulations, reinforcing
its contribution to a more robust and efficient procurement system.

WEEKLY LEGAL DIGEST: 13™ TO 17™ APRIL 2026

FIN & LAW is a full service highly
accredited law firm in Tanzania with
top-notch  legal  practice  on
corporate and commercial matters
including Banking Law and Capital
Markets, Tax Law, Wealth
Management, Trustee Services,
Investment Law, Corporate Law,
Labour Employment Law,
Insolvency, Intellectual Property law
(Copyrights  and  Trade/Service
Marks), Mining, Oil & Gas, Tax,
Investment, Gaming,
Telecommunication, Land and Real
Estate, Mergers and Acquisitions,

and

Competition, Anti-Trust Law,
Aviation Law, Sports and
Entertainment Law, Dispute

Resolution (Commercial Litigation,
Arbitration and Mediation), Non-
Government  Organizations  and
White Collar Crime.

Address: -

FIN & LAW

FIN & LAW House,

193 Rose Garden Road,
14112 Mikocheni Area,

P.O. Box 32945,

Dar es Salaam, TANZANIA
T: +255 22 277 3815

F: +255 22 270 1493

M: +255 (0) 784 808 999

E: info@finandlaw.co.tz

W: www finandlaw.co.tz
Opening: 08:00Hrs-18:00Hrs

DISCLAIMER:

This publication has been prepared
for general information on matters of
interest only. It does not constitute
legal opinion or professional advice
anyhow. You should not act upon the
information  contained in  this
publication without obtaining specific
professional advice and guidance. No
representation or warranty (express
or implied) is given to the accuracy or
completeness of the information
contained in this publication. FIN &
LAW does not accept or assume any
liability, responsibility, or duty of care
for any consequences or
inconvenience for any consequences
of you or anyone else acting or
refraining to act, in reliance on the
information  contained in this
publication or any decision based on
It.

FIN & LAW | 2



14* April 2026

Source: The Citizen

ANTI-DRUGS AUTHORITY IMPOUNDS NEARLY TWO TONNES OF
NARCOTICS

Tanzania anti-narcotics authorities seized nearly two tonnes of illicit drugs in March

this year, destroyed cannabis farms, and arrested dozens of suspects in a series of
nationwide operations that highlight changing drug trafficking patterns across the
country. The Drug Control and Enforcement Authority (DCEA) Commissioner
General, Mr. Aretas Lymo, said officers confiscated 1,983.31 kilogrammes of various
narcotic substances during the month. The operations also led to the seizure of
3,012.5 kilogrammes and 17,960 litres of precursor chemicals commonly used in the
manufacture of illegal drugs. In addition, law enforcement officers seized 286 tablets
and 1,001 bottles of controlled medicinal drugs.

Mr. Lymo said authorities destroyed 55.5 acres of cannabis farms across the country

and arrested 77 suspects in connection with drug-related offences. During the
operations, officers also impounded nine vehicles, 12 motorcycles, and one three-
wheeled vehicle believed to have been used in drug trafficking activities. He attributed
the rise in seizures to intensified enforcement efforts in rural areas, following
significant progress in dismantling organised networks previously associated with
industrial-scale narcotics trafficking. According to Mr. Lymo, in Dar es Salaam, officers
intercepted 101.2 kilogrammes of mirungi concealed inside a passenger bus in Tegeta
Kibo. The drugs had been hidden in multiple compartments of the bus, including the
air-conditioning system, during a journey from Mombasa to Dar es Salaam. Five
suspects, including the driver and the conductor, were arrested in connection with
the incident as investigations continue.

WEAK SYSTEMS DRAINING BILLIONS
COLLECTIONS
Tanzania is losing billions of shillings in potential revenue from fees, licences, and

IN NON-TAX REVENUE

other non-tax sources due to weak systems, poor coordination, and limited
enforcement, a new performance audit has revealed. The findings have raised
concerns about the government’s ability to effectively mobilise domestic resources.
The audit, conducted under Section 28 of the Public Audit Act, [Cap. 418 R.E 2023],
assessed the management of non-tax revenue by the Ministry of Finance over the
period 2021/22 to 2024/25. It found persistent underperformance in non-tax revenue
collection despite ongoing reforms and efforts to digitalise revenue systems.

According to the Controller and Auditor General (CAG), Mr. Charles Kichere, non-
tax revenue currently accounts for only 6 to 6.9 percent of the national budget, a
level considered low compared with the potential average of 6.2 percent of GDP
across Africa. He noted that collections have consistently fallen short of targets. Mr.
Kichere said that in the 2023/24 fiscal year, non-tax revenue amounted to Sh3.9
trillion against a target of Sh5 trillion, representing an achievement rate of 77.8
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percent. Annual shortfalls over the past four years have ranged from TZS. 0.5 trillion
to TZS. I.I trillion. The audit further identified the informal sector as a major
untapped source of non-tax revenue.

The Report noted that weak enforcement mechanisms and fragmented revenue
collection systems have allowed many businesses to remain outside the revenue net,
limiting the government’s capacity to maximise collections. The report also calls for
stronger coordination among government institutions, improved enforcement, and
the integration of revenue systems to enhance the efficiency and accountability of
non-tax revenue management.

Source: Daily News
TBS EXTENDS SERVICES TO COAST REGION
The Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) has expanded its operations by opening a

new office in the Coast Region, a move expected to improve access to quality
compliance services for more than 1,700 industries operating in the area. Speaking at
the official launch, the Coast Region Assistant Administrative Secretary for Industry,
Trade and Investment, Ms. Ritta Magere, said the establishment of the office is an
important step toward increasing efficiency for factory owners and producers of
various goods in the Coast Region and neighbouring areas. She noted that the new
office aims to enhance compliance with national quality standards in the production
of goods nationwide, thereby promoting consumer safety and strengthening industrial
performance.

During the launch event, TBS issued 143 certificates and licences to product
manufacturers in the Eastern Zone, which includes the regions of Coast, Morogoro,
and Tanga. TBS Director General, Dr. Ashura Katunzi, said the organisation
continues to bring its services closer to communities to reduce the burden faced by
producers who previously had to travel long distances, particularly to Dar es Salaam,
to access certification and standard-related services. According to Dr. Katunzi,
decentralizing services not only lowers operational costs for producers but also
encourages wider compliance with quality standards, supporting industrial growth
and consumer protection.

15 April 2026

Source: Daily News
TANZANIA CALLS FOR TECH PARTNERSHIPS TO TACKLE

POPULATION CHALLENGES
Tanzania has emphasized the need for stronger collaboration among countries to

promote the use of technology and research to address population challenges and
accelerate sustainable development. The Minister made the call for Health, Hon.
Mohamed Mchengerwa, while addressing the 59 session of the Commission on
Population and Development held in New York, United States, where he advocated
for enhanced partnerships to facilitate technology transfer, particularly in support of
developing countries facing emerging demographic and development challenges.

WEEKLY LEGAL DIGEST: 13™ TO 17™ APRIL 2026

FIN & LAW is a full service highly
accredited law firm in Tanzania with
top-notch  legal
corporate and commercial matters
including Banking Law and Capital
Markets, Law, Wealth
Management, Trustee Services,
Investment Law, Corporate Law,
Labour and Employment Law,
Insolvency, Property
law (Copyrights and Trade/Service
Marks), Mining, Oil & Gas, Tax,
Investment, Gaming,
Telecommunication, Land and Real
Estate, Mergers and Acquisitions,

practice  on

Tax

Intellectual

Competition,  Anti-Trust  Law,
Aviation  Law, Sports and
Entertainment  Law, Dispute

Resolution (Commercial Litigation,
Arbitration and Mediation), Non
Government Organisations
White Collar Crime.

and

Address: -

FIN & LAW

FIN & LAW House,

193 Rose Garden Road,
14112 Mikocheni Area,

P.O. Box 32945,

Dar es Salaam, TANZANIA
T: +255 22 277 3815

F: +255 22 270 1493

M: +255 (0) 784 808 999

E: info@finandlaw.co.tz

W: www.finandlaw.co.tz
Opening: 08:00Hrs-18:00Hrs

DISCLAIMER:

This publication has been prepared for
general information on matters of interest
only. It does not constitute legal opinion
or professional advice anyhow. You
should not act upon the information
contained in this publication without
obtaining specific professional advice and
guidance. No representation or warranty
(express or implied) is given to the
accuracy or completeness of the
information contained in this publication.
FIN & LAW does not accept or assume
any liability, responsibility, or duty of care
for any consequences or inconvenience
for any consequences of you or anyone
else acting or refraining to act, in reliance
on the information contained in this
publication or any decision based on it.

FIN & LAW | 4



He affirmed that Tanzania is ready to work with all stakeholders to ensure that
technological advancements yield positive outcomes for both present and future
generations, noting that the country recognizes the importance of harnessing its large
youth population as a key driver of economic growth. The minister stressed that fully
utilizing youth potential is essential to achieving inclusive and sustainable economic
development, adding that population dynamics have been integrated into major
national frameworks, including Development Vision 2050 and the Third Five-Year
Development Plan (FYDP Ill 2021/22-2025/26), in alignment with the Sustainable
Development Goals.

CONTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL CALLS FOR KEY REFORMS
The Controller and Auditor General (CAG), Mr. Charles Kichere, has issued a series
of wide-ranging recommendations aimed at addressing persistent weaknesses in
public financial management and improving the performance of government
institutions, following the audit findings for the 2024/25 financial year. A summary of
the key recommendations was released by the National Audit Office (NAOT)
through a media statement issued after the tabling of the Annual General Reports for
2024/25 in Parliament. The statement informed the public that the reports are now
publicly accessible to support parliamentary scrutiny and citizen oversight.

The CAG emphasized that it is essential for all stakeholders within the accountability
framework to fulfill their responsibilities in line with the principles of transparency,
accountability, and institutional integrity to enhance government performance and
strengthen public trust.

16" April 2026

Source: The citizen

TRA ISSUES STERN WARNING TO TAX EVADERS IN LAKE ZONE
The Commissioner General of the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA), Mr. Yusuph
Mwenda, has issued a stern warning to tax evaders in the Lake Zone, cautioning that

although they may attempt to avoid detection, they will ultimately be held
accountable. Speaking during a meeting with taxpayers in Bunda District, Mara
Region, Mr. Mwenda stated that the authority will take legal action against individuals
and businesses involved in tax evasion, noting that the practice undermines fair
competition and unfairly burdens compliant taxpayers. He urged the public to report
offenders, stressing that tax evaders cannot evade obligations indefinitely.

Mr. Mwenda also warned traders engaged in smuggling through the Sirari border and
other entry points, saying enforcement measures have been intensified to curb illicit
trade. In addition, he issued a one-month ultimatum to a contractor delaying the
completion of a TRA office construction project in Sengerema, warning that failure
to meet the deadline would result in further action, including a review of the firm’s
eligibility for future TRA contracts, and directed that no new contracts be awarded
pending an internal performance assessment. Responding to the warning, C.E.
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Builders Ltd Director, Mr. Fred Chacha, showed his commitment and assured that
the company would complete the project within the stipulated timeframe.

CMA TO EMPLOYMENT RESPECTS THE RIGHTS OF DOMESTIC
WORKERS

The Commission for Mediation and Arbitration (CMA) has urged employers to
comply with labour laws and prescribed procedures when engaging domestic
workers to reduce disputes and workplace conflicts. Speaking at the opening of a
training session for about 50 employers and domestic workers organized by the
International Labour Organization (ILO), CMA Director Mr. Usekelege Mpulla
emphasized that domestic workers are protected under national labour laws and are
entitled to the same legal safeguards as other categories of workers. He noted that
a household is legally recognized as a workplace and must therefore meet basic
employment standards.

Mr. Mpulla further explained that domestic workers have the right to lodge
complaints with the CMA whenever their rights are violated, adding that although
ILO Convention No. 189 is still in the process of ratification, existing national labour
laws already provide adequate protection for domestic workers.

Source: The Daily News

GOVERNMENT REVOKES 40 MINING LINCENCES, RECLAIMS 188,163
ACRES

The government has revoked 40 mineral prospecting licences after their holders

failed to comply with regulations governing Tanzania’s mining sector, including the
requirement to develop the licensed areas. As a result, the government has reclaimed
a combined area of about 188,163 acres (approximately 900 square kilometres) from
undeveloped licence holdings. Minister for Minerals, Hon. Anthony Mavunde,
announced the decision in Dodoma, noting that the Mining Commission has also
issued notices of default to 43 additional licence holders, comprising 40 prospecting
licences and three medium-scale mining licences.

The cited violations include licence hoarding, failure to pay statutory fees,
non-compliance with local content obligations, and poor performance in fulfilling
corporate social responsibility (CSR) commitments. Hon. Mavunde directed the
Mining Commission to continue conducting regular inspections and issuing default
notices, stressing that licences should be revoked and the areas reallocated to other
investors if the identified shortcomings are not rectified within 30 days. He further
stated that the government is closely monitoring gold rush incidents across the
country and will take appropriate action against licence holders who remain
non-compliant despite receiving default notices.
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17" April 2026

Source: The Guardian

PUBLIC INVESTMENTS OVERHAUL, GOVERNMENT TO SET BILL,
FISCAL 2026/27

The government plans to finalize the long-awaited Public Investments Bill in the

2026/2027 financial year, to overhaul the management and performance of
state-owned institutions. Minister of State for Planning and Investment in the
President’s Office, Hon. Prof. Kitila Mkumbo, outlined the proposal while presenting
his ministry’s draft budget of TZS 144.85 billion in Dodoma. He said the Bill is
intended to strengthen the performance, accountability, and economic impact of
public institutions by aligning them with Tanzania’s long-term development objectives
under Vision 2050.

The proposed law introduces a modern framework for overseeing public assets,
including the establishment of a Public Investments Management Authority to
coordinate government investments under a unified national strategy, reduce
inefficiencies, and maximize returns. A key feature of the Bill is the creation of a Public
Investments Fund, which will enable state-owned enterprises (SOEs) to mobilize
capital independently of the Consolidated Fund, a move the government believes will
unlock new financing opportunities for industrial growth while safeguarding overall
fiscal stability.

Source: Daily News
COURT DISMISSES LAND CASE AS HEIRS LACK LOCUS STANDI
The High Court has reaffirmed that heirs who have not been formally appointed as

legal administrators lack locus standi to institute legal proceedings concerning a
deceased person’s property. The ruling arose from Land Case No. |1429 of 2025,
filed by Bukoba residents Mr. Wilbard and Mr. Patrick Mwombeki, who sought to
sue the Chief Executive Officer of the Tanzania National Roads Agency
(TANROADYS) and the Attorney General. The plaintiffs challenged a demolition
notice issued in respect of premises located in Bukoba Township, held under
Certificate of Title No. 003005/38, arguing that although the building was alleged to
encroach on a road reserve, no full, fair, and prompt compensation had been paid.

During the hearing of a Preliminary Objection, State Attorney Mr. Nestory Lutambi,
representing the defendants, contended that the court lacked jurisdiction because
the plaintiffs lacked legal standing to sue over property belonging to their deceased
father, the late John Mwombeki. In his ruling, Hon. Judge Ferdinand Kiwonde cited
established Court of Appeal precedent, emphasizing that heirs, even where they have
an interest in the estate of a deceased person, must comply with legal procedures
conferring locus standi before initiating proceedings. The judge stressed that heirs
who have neither inherited the property nor been appointed as administrators of the
estate lack the legal capacity to institute proceedings relating to a deceased person’s
property.
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