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THE REVIEW OF ENACTED AND AMENDED LAWS  

 
KEY ISSUES: 
 

• Amendment of Political 

Powers have enhanced 

the powers of the 

Registrar of Political 

Parties including, 

regulating internal 

affairs of the political 

parties 

A. INTRODUCTION 

On 13th February 2019, the President of the United Republic of Tanzania had assented several 

legislations which were passed by the Parliament. These includes: - 

1. The Political Parties (Amendment) Act, 2019 (Act No. 1 of 2019),  

2. The Tanzania Meteorological Authority Act, 2019 (Act No. 2 of 2019),  

3. The Land Transport Regulatory Authority Act, 2018 (Act No. 3 of 2019),  

4. The Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) Act, 2019 (Act No. 4 of 2019),  

5. The Water Supply and Sanitation Act, 2019 (Act No. 5 of 2019),  

6. The Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) (No.2) Act, 2019 (Act No. 6 of 2019),  
 

In this month update, FIN & LAW highlights the key and substantive changes in the said legislations 

and their general implications. Please note, this update provides only the very basic information 

on the subject. For further and better insight, you are advised and required to read the law or seek 

professional guidance on the detailed information and legal implication thereof. 

 

B. AMENDMENT OF POLITICAL PARTIES ACT, CAP 258 

i. The Political Parties Act, Cap. 258 has been 

amended by the Political Parties 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 (Act No. 1 of 

2019). The amendments have enhanced 

powers and functions of the Registrar of 

the Political Parties (Section 3) to include, 

monitor intra-party elections and 

nomination process; disburse and monitor 

accountability of Government subvention 

to political parties which qualify under the 

Act; provide guidelines and monitor income and expenditures of political parties and 

accountability of party resources; provide civic education regarding multiparty democracy, 

laws administered by the Registrar and related matters; regulate civic education provided to 

political parties; advise the Government on issues related to political parties; facilitate 
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communication between political parties and the Government; undertake research on political 

parties, multiparty democracy and political parties. 

 

ii. Furthermore, the amendments have conferred the Registrar of Political Parties power of 

regulation of civic education and capacity building training. Upon this amendment, any person 

wishing or requested to conduct civic education or any kind of capacity building training or 

initiative to a political party, shall prior to conducting such training, inform the Registrar by 

issuing a thirty days’ notice stating the objective and kind of training, training programme, 

persons involved in such training, teaching aid and expected results (Section 5A). 

 

iii. The amendment also added new Section 5B which allows the Registrar of Political Parties in 

execution of his duties and functions to demand from a political party or a leader any 

information as may be required for implementation of this Act. 

 

iv. A new part IIA relating to Formation of 

Political parties has been added in the 

amendment. Accordingly, political 

parties may be formed to further 

objectives and purposes which are not 

contrary to the Constitution of the 

United Republic, the Constitution of 

Zanzibar or any other written law in 

the United Republic of Tanzania. 

(S.6A(1)). The amendment also 

requires, political parties to be 

managed by adhering to the Constitution of the United Republic, the Constitution of Zanzibar, 

this Act, its constitution, principles of democracy and good governance, non-discrimination, 

gender and social inclusion (S. 6A (2)). 

 

v. It is the requirement of the new amendment under section 6A(5) that, a political party must 

promote the union of the United Republic, the Zanzibar Revolution, democracy, good 

governance, anti-corruption, national ethics and core values, patriotism, secularism, uhuru torch, 

national peace and tranquility, gender, youth and social inclusion in the formulation and 

implementation of its policies; nomination of candidates for elections; and election of its leaders. 

 

vi. A person may qualify to register a Political party or become a member thereof only if is a citizen 

of Tanzania. As for registration of a Political Party, the person applying for registration must 

be citizen of Tanzania by birth and both parents of that person are citizens of Tanzania (Section 

6B and 6C). The amendments also prohibit a person to be a member of more than one political 

party at once (Section 6C (2)). 

 

vii. The amendment also prohibits Political parties to form security group or recruit deploy or form 

a militia or paramilitary group of any kind or maintain an organization intending to usurp the 
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functions of the police force or any government security organ. A strenuous penalty of up to 

20 years jail sentence as well as deregistration of the political party has been imposed against 

violation of this requirement. 

 

viii. Finally, and important to note among others, the amendments to the Act have formally 

recognized the Coalition of political parties. The Act provides that where Two or more political 

parties fully registered may form a coalition before or after general election. The parties forming 

the coalition must submit to the Registrar of Political Parties an authentic copy of the coalition 

agreement entered between or among such parties (S.11A). 

 

C. THE ENACTMENT OF THE TANZANIA METEOROLOGICAL AUTHORITY ACT, 2019 (ACT NO. 2 OF 2019) 

i. The enactment of this Act establishes the Tanzania Meteorological Authority and to provide 

the management, control, provision, coordination and regulation of meteorological services 

in Tanzania. The Act repeals the previous Meteorology Act Cap. 157.  

 

ii. The Tanzania Meteorological Authority (“the 

Authority”) is established as a body corporate (S. 

4(3)) and is designated as the National 

Meteorological Service; also designated authority 

to fulfil the international obligation of the 

Government of Tanzania under the Convention of 

International Civil Aviation Organization; and the 

designated National Tsunami Warning Centre S. 

4(2)  

 

iii. The Authority is charged under Section 5 of the 

Act with numerous functions among others including to implement the National climate 

related policies in relation to weather and climate matters; regulate and coordinate 

meteorological activities in Tanzania; provide weather and climate services for the safety of 

life and property and to various users of meteorological services; issue severe weather-

related warnings and advisories; publish weather and climatological summaries, approve and 

register meteorological stations. 

 

iv. The Act imposes a requirement for any person who intends to engage in any meteorological 

observations, weather forecasting activities or weather modification activities to apply for a 

permit to the Authority (S. 15). The permit is valid for one year (S. 16). 

 

v. It is important to note that, under Section 25 of the Act, requires instruments for meteorological 

measurement shall be subjected to calibration, verification and maintenance from recognized 

institutions and inspected by the Authority. Any person who uses an instrument or equipment 

that is not examined or accepted by the Authority commits an offence and may be subjected to 

a fine of up to TZS 10million or to a jail sentence of up to five years or both. 
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vi. Section 52 provides for appeal mechanism whereby any person not satisfied by the decision 

of the Authority may appeal to the Director General who must determine the matter within 

14 days. If a person is further not satisfied with the decision of the Director General further 

appeal to the Authority’s Board that must determine the matter within 21 days. 

 

D. THE LAND TRANSPORT REGULATORY AUTHORITY ACT, 2019 (ACT NO. 3 OF 2019) 

i. The Act has been enacted to establish the Land Transport Regulatory Authority (LATRA) to 

regulate land transport sector. The Act effectively repeals the Surface and Marine Transport 

Authority (SUMATRA). 

 

ii. LATRA is established as a board corporate (S. 4). LATRA is 

responsible to oversee the regulated sector under the 

Authority which includes rail transport, commercial road 

transport, commercial underground and cable transport. 

LATRA is Responsible for to issuing, renewing and cancel 

permits or licences; to coordinate land transport safety activities; to register crew and certify 

drivers of regulated sector; to certify worthiness of rolling stock and road worthiness of public 

service vehicles and goods vehicles; to regulate rates and charges, to monitor the performance 

of the regulated sectors including- levels of investment; availability of safe, quality and 

standards of services (Section 5). 

 

iii. The Act has empowered LATRA to set rates and charges on all licenses granted under the 

respective sector legislations, to obtain any information or documents from any person 

including to summon such person before the Authority to produce such information, to hold 

inquiry on any matter related to the sector. It is also the requirement of the Act that LATRA 

shall establish annual consultation with stakeholders for the purpose of effectively carrying 

out its functions (Section 25).  

 

iv. Section 29 establishes the Consumer 

Consultative Council (“the Council”) which 

consist of 7 members appointed by the 

Minister from amongst individuals 

representing consumers’ interests. The Council 

tenure is divided into two whereby 2 members 

have tenure of 4 years and 5 members have 

tenure of 5 years and is limited for two 

consecutive terms (Section 30). The Council is 

responsible for representing the interests of consumers by making submissions to, providing 

views and information to and consulting with the Authority, Minister and regulated sector 

Ministers; to receive and disseminate information and views on matters of interest to 

consumers of regulated goods and services (Section 31). 
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v. The dispute resolution provided under the Act requires any dispute to be handled by the 

Authority failure of which must be referred to the LATRA Board. Therefore, any party 

aggrieved by the decision of the Board may appeal to the Fair Competition Tribunal. (Section 

33). 

 

E. THE WRITTEN LAWS (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENT) ACT, 2019 (ACT NO. 4 OF 2019) 

i. The Act carries amendments of two legislations i.e. Amendment of the Local Government 

(Urban Authorities) Act, (CAP.288) and Amendment of the Tanzania Tourist Board Act, (Cap. 

364). 

 

ii. The Local Government (Urban Authorities) Act, (Cap.288) was amended under section 97(1) to 

limit the penalties, orders to fine imposed by the Local Authorities to not exceeding three 

hundred thousand shillings or a term of imprisonment not exceeding twelve months or both 

and may subject to limitations impose different fines and different terms of imprisonment for 

successive or continuous breaches of any by-laws. 

 

iii. The Tanzania Tourist Board Act, (Cap. 

364) is amended to empower the 

Attorney General to intervene to 

any proceedings instituted against 

the Board under section 3(2) - (5). 

Further, a new section 3A has been 

added in the Act to impose objectives 

and purpose of the Tanzania Tourist 

Board to market Tanzania as a 

leading tourism destination for 

international and domestic tourists. Section 4(1) is also amended to redefine the functions of 

the Board to be, to develop and implement all aspects of marketing of Tanzania tourism 

destination. In implementing its functions the Board is required to develop, implement and 

coordinate the Tourism Marketing Strategy for the destination; develop and be the custodian 

of Tanzania Destination Brand; to market domestic tourism; to promote Meetings, Incentive 

travel, Conferences and Events (MICE) tourism; to encourage investments in tourism sector 

aimed at enhancing competitiveness of Tanzania destination among others. 

 

F. THE WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION ACT, 2019 (ACT NO. 5 OF 2019),  

Water Supply and Sanitation Act, 2019 has been enacted to provide for sustainable management 

and adequate operation and transparent regulation of water supply and sanitation services 

including the establishment of water supply and sanitation authorities, Rural Water Agency, 

National Water Fund and community-based water supply organisations. The Act repeals the Water 

Supply and Sanitation Act, 2009 and the Dar es Salaam Water and Sewerage Authority Act, 2001. 

The main objective of the Act is to promote and ensure the right of every person in Tanzania to have 

access to efficient, effective and sustainable water supply and sanitation services. 
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G. THE WRITTEN LAWS (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) (NO.2) ACT, 2019 (ACT NO. 6 OF 2019) 

i. Several laws were amended through the Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) (No.2) 

Act, 2019 (Act No. 6 of 2019). These includes: - 

 

ii. The Excise (Management and Tariff) Act, (Cap.147) -Was amended to reduce the Excise duty for 

Spirits obtained by distilling grape wine or grape marc from locally produced grapes from TZS 

3,315.00 per litre to TZS 450 per litre. This was done to reduce tax on locally produced spirits 

from grapes and encourage manufactures to use locally manufactured grapes and encourage 

grape farming in Tanzania. 
 

iii. The Local Government Authorities (Rating) 

Act, (Cap. 289) was also amended to 

provide for the Tanzania Revenue 

Authority (TRA) as the authority 

empowered to collect and undertaking the 

rating of properties accordingly. Rateable 

property has also been redefined in City 

Councils, Municipal Councils, Town 

Councils and District councils. The 

redefinition considers the number of 

houses in one plot. Section 16 has been amended to impose a property rate of TZS 10,000 for 

ordinary building and TZS 50,000 for each storey in a storey building for city council, municipal 

council and town council areas. In the case of District Council areas, a property rate of TZS 10,000 

for ordinary building and TZS 20,000 for a storey building. 
 

iv. Further, The Mining Act, (CAP.123) is amended under section 9 to include a precondition of 

having Tax clearance certificate for any transfer of mineral rights. In addition, Section 18 of the 

Act has been amended to provide for penalties for offenses relating to unauthorised trading 

of minerals to a fine of up to TZS 10Millon or to imprisonment of up to three years or to both 

for an individual and for corporate a fine of up to TZS 50Million. The Amendment of section 

27C of the Act requires that the buying and disposing of Minerals to be done only in the Mineral 

and Gem Houses save for holders of Mining Licensesor special mining licenses. Thus, Section 

80 and 83 have consequently been amended to provide introduction and requirement of 

trading of minerals in Mineral and Gem Houses. New Section 86A and 86B are added to provide 

for regulation of importation of minerals in Tanzania. Any importer of minerals must obtain 

import permit upon making a declaration in a prescribed form and upon proof of compliance 

to international conventions and obligation. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  

This publication has been 

prepared for general 

information on matters of 

interest only. It does not 

constitute legal opinion or 

professional advise anyhow. 

You should not act upon the 

information contained in this 

publication without obtaining 

specific professional advise 

and guidance. No 

representation or warranty 

(express or implied) is given to 

the accuracy or completeness 

of the information contained in 

this publication. FIN & LAW 

does not accept or assume any 

liability, responsibility or duty of 

care for any consequences or 

inconvenience for any 

consequences of you or 

anyone else acting or refraining 

to act, in reliance on the 

information contained in this 

publication or any decision 

based on it. 
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