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RESTRICTION ON ADVERTISEMENT OF GAMING ACTIVITIES IN
TANZANIA

A. Introduction

The Government has on 23 January, 2019 restricted
the advertisement of Gaming Activities in Tanzania. On
its letter that was addressed to Gaming Companies in
Tanzania, the Government instructed that the measure is
meant to control such advertisements that are likely to

endanger the spirit of responsible gaming in Tanzania.

B. The Restriction
i). Gaming activities in Tanzania are regulated by the Gaming Board of Tanzania, a
statutory board established under the Gaming Act Cap. 41 (“the Board”). The Board is
responsible for licensing, overseeing, monitoring and regulating the conduct of
gaming activities in Tanzania. Gaming activities regulated by the Board includes
casinos, national lotteries and route operations (slot machines), Internet casinos, SMS

lottery and sports betting, among others.

ii). The restriction of advertisement came after the
earlier meeting held between the President Dr.
John Pombe Magufuli and religious leaders who
raised concern over the excessive promotion of
gaming activities in Tanzania. The restriction of the
advertisement of gaming activities cuts across all

local media channels including radio and

televisions. The notice also calls for Television and
Radio stations owners not to advertise or air any
advertisements relating to gaming activities pending Gaming Board Directives on the

matter.
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The gaming Board
intervention is meant to
control such
advertisements hence
endanger the spirit of
responsible  gaming in
Tanzania.
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FIN & LAW is a full service
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Litigation, Merges and
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C. Recent Legislative changes on Taxation of Gaming Activities in Tanzania
It is important to note that, in the 2018/2019 annual budget as well as the consequential

amendment of the Finance Act, 2018 (Act No. 4 of 2018) the government made

amendment of the Gaming Act, Cap. 41 to increase gaming taxes and rates as follows:-

ii).

Despite the restriction on the advertisement, the Gaming Board called for a stakeholders

consultative meeting to devise a suitable and lasting solution to advertising of gaming

Sports Betting Operations: Increase from 6% on stakes (sales) to 25% on gross

gaming revenue.

Forty Machines Sites: Internet
Casinos: Increase of gross gaming
revenue from 15% to 25% on gross
gaming revenue.

Slot Machines: Increase the gaming
tax from TZS 32,000 to TZS 100,000
per machine/month on slot machines.
Land Based Casino: Increase from 15%

on gross gaming revenue to 18% on

gross gaming revenue for land-based casino operators.
Tax on Winnings: for gaming customers, section 31(A) (1) of the Gaming Act has

been amended whereby the tax on winnings has reduced from 18% to 12% for
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winnings from land-based casinos and increased to 20% for other winnings.

activities.
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DISCLAIMER:

This publication has been prepared for
general information on matters of
interest only. It does not constitute
legal opinion or professional advise
anyhow. You should not act upon the
information  contained in  this
publication without obtaining specific
professional advise and guidance. No
representation or warranty (express or
implied) is given to the accuracy or
completeness of the information
contained in this publication. FIN &
LAW does not accept or assume any
liability, responsibility or duty of care
for any consequences or
inconvenience for any consequences
of you or anyone else acting or
refraining to act, in reliance on the
information  contained in  this
publication or any decision based on it.
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